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AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading 2022
 
 As preparation for a year of intensive literary study, over the summer you will be reading Sing,
Unburied, Sing, by Jesmyn Ward, a contemporary Black American author. You must get your own copy
of the novel; the school will not provide them. You are to read the novel as though you were going to
write an essay on it when you return to school.  If you want to talk to a classmate who is reading the book
or look items up in a dictionary or encyclopedia, that is OK, but no Spark Notes, Cliffs Notes, or
anything that offers interpretations of the text (this includes Wikipedia).  We suggest you read the
book twice; you do not want to put this off until late summer.  
 

If you are wondering what it is about, consider this response to the novel:
 
"Ghosts, literal and literary, haunt nearly every page of Sing, Unburied, Sing — a novel whose boundaries
between the living and the dead shift constantly, like smoke or sand. Set on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi
(a place rich in oil rigs and atmosphere, if almost nothing else), the book’s Southern gothic aura recalls
the dense, head-spinning prose of William Faulkner or Flannery O’Connor. But the voice is entirely
Ward's own, a voluptuous magical realism that takes root in the darkest corners of human behavior
... Ward, whose Salvage the Bones won a National Book Award, has emerged as one of the most searing
and singularly gifted writers working today. Grade: A."
—Entertainment Weekly
 
 As you read, you should mark, note, or highlight passages that deal with character development,
key conflicts, symbolism, and theme(s). This book goes to some pretty dark places—prison life, drug
addiction, being trapped by the past—and these dark places need to be taken seriously. Keep this in mind
as we return to school to discuss the book. Part of the novel is set at Parchman Prison (State Penitentiary)
in Mississippi, which has been in the news recently. You can read about it here:
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-finds-conditions-mississippi-state-penitentiary-violate-
constitution
  
 Remember that a novel cannot be fully understood until the reading is complete, so be prepared to
revise your views as you read and after you have completed the novel. Whether you read the book and re-
read it just before school starts is up to you, but whatever you do, you need to have it read and have your
notes reviewed by the first week of school.
  
 By the way, if you have not had a chance to study them yet, we highly recommend you read
Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston, The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and
Salvage the Bones, also by Jesmyn Ward. All are accessible, thought-provoking, and awesome—and
versatile when it comes to the open question on the AP Literature exam (which you will learn much more
about next year).
 
 If you have questions, send them along via e-mail, preferably to Mrs. Babcock
(jbabcock@johnbapst.org) or Mr. McCarthy (mmccarthy@johnbapst.org).             
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