
 

May 8, 2020 

Hi Everyone, 

Thank you so much for all the wonderful attention you and your kids gave to the 
teachers this past week. I know the teachers felt loved and cared for. These are tough 
times, which makes it all the more important that we look for creative ways to show 
people we care about them. Here are some important announcements going into 
Mother's Day weekend. 

Internet Connection Problems – 5 weeks ago, the state contacted me with an offer 
of wireless devices for students who have connectivity issues. I have reached out to 
those families who said then that they have trouble with internet connectivity. I still 
have a few more devices to loan out – these are Samsung tablets that come with 
prepaid US Cellular service. Please let me know if your son or daughter needs help 
connecting to class. 

Graduation – Governor Mills and the Department of Education have provided key 
guidance for the state generally and for schools specifically. For the balance of May 
there should be no gatherings larger than 10; but this rises to 50 on June 1, which 
affects our plans for graduation on June 7 positively.  We will be holding an 
in-person graduation on June 7. We are still working out the smaller details, but here 
are some of the things you need to know. 

● Date – June 7 
● Time – Students will be assigned times to come. This will be a staggered 

event. We anticipate the earliest arrival time will be 1:00 pm and latest will 
be about 3:30 pm.  Arrival times will likely be spaced about 10 minutes 
apart 

● Process – The specifics of this are still being worked out. Our intent is for 
students and families to be able to come into the auditorium and receive their 
diploma from Mr. MacKay and Mr. Armistead, and then have time to walk 
the halls and see teachers. 



● Caps and Gowns – Students will have caps and gowns, as well as other 
regalia (Distinguished Graduate Medals, NHS stoles, Honor Cords, and so 
on) 

● We will publish a comprehensive order of events as soon as all the details 
are finalized. 

AP exams will be May 11 – 22. The college board has sent information to all 
students who are enrolled in AP courses and are registered for AP exams. Students are 
excused from classes on the days they have AP exams. 

Junior Book Awards - Every spring, students in 11th grade are nominated for awards 
from universities and other organizations. Collectively, we call these "Book Awards" 
as they are often books given to students. Many of them carry scholarship dollars (if a 
student applies to and is accepted at the granting institution). We have nominated 
about 45 members of the junior class for these awards. Normally, these are given at a 
spring honors assembly. Some colleges are sending materials to students directly, 
others are sending things to the school. We will be sending letters next week to all the 
juniors who are receiving book awards. In the meantime, if your 11th grade son or 
daughter receives something from a university that looks like they've won something, 
please contact your counselor to confirm it.  

If your student is having a difficult time – Please contact his or her counselor. We 
have plans in place to accommodate students who need extra help, or special 
consideration through this crisis. We can get through this together, you just have to let 
us help! 

I hope your family is healthy and safe. 

Go, Crusaders! 

Dave  

Dave Armistead 

Associate Head of School 

 
 


