
 

 

March 27, 2020 

Hi Everyone, 

We've finished our first full week of distance education. We all miss the kids very much. There's 
something about school that is impossible to replicate online. I am still awestruck at the dedication 
and grit of our teachers and students. We've only had 8 school days in this format but it feels like 
our staff are all veterans at this new way of teaching.  We'll all be together again, but in the 
meantime, we've got lots of good teaching going on. Here are some announcements as we take a 
break this weekend. 

• New Schedule - Just a reminder, there will no longer be online class on Wednesdays. This 
gives everyone a midweek break, and also puts our weeks in a predictable rhythm. I've 
attached the rotation schedule from now til Spring Break here. Revised Rotation Schedule - 
Wednesdays off.pdf  

• Quarter 3 - This is the end of the 3rd quarter. Because of the timing of the pandemic, we 
are not sending third quarter report cards. Students and parents will see grades appear for 
Quarter 3 and Quarter 4 because PowerSchool does that automatically, but the grades we 
will be recording for our records is the Semester grade. There is nothing "final" about the 
quarter grades you see online. The Honor roll will be calculated based on Semester 2. This 
gives students and teachers time to adjust to this new format.  

• AP classes and exams - The College Board has made significant changes to AP exams. AP 
exams will not be taken in groups, rather they will be taken individually by students in their 
homes. The exams are shorter (45 minutes) and most will only include material from the 
first 75% of the course and be an FRQ (essay) format. We are expecting an update from 
them on April 3 that will provide further clarity on scheduling and other decisions. 

• Course requests for 2020-2021 - Students in grades 9, 10, and 11 should be requesting 
their courses for next year. This has been an overwhelming 10 days, but remember that we 
will be in school again and need to know what classes you'd like for next year. The course 
list is attached here. Course List 2020 - 2021.pdf Please have your son or daughter choose 
the classes they'd like for next year. Currently, only about 1/3 of our students have done this. 
I'd like to have all, or nearly all, of our students get their requests in by April 17.  

Stay healthy, take care,  

 

Dave Armistead 

Associate Head of School 
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