
 

 

March 20, 2020 
 

Dear Members of the John Bapst Community, 

This has been quite a week!  I could not be prouder of these teachers, staff, students, and entire 
community. Two years ago, when we were visited by our NEASC accreditation, they commented 
that every single staff member they talked to used the same expression - "We can make it work." 
They proved this many times over during the past 7 days. The teachers have been positive, flexible, 
and brilliant, and have not lost focus on their students. The students have been just as positive, 
flexible, and brilliant. This entire community has absolutely shone during this tumultuous week. 
We have a ways to go before we get to the end of this year, but this community will handle 
anything that comes. Here are a few announcements on a late Friday. 

Status after April 26 - We are still planning on having a spring break. As of this writing, we are 
planning on returning to school on April 27. Given the pace of change over the past week (virtually 
all Maine schools are now closed to April 27), it is safe to say we don't yet know for sure if school 
will be in session on April 27, but that is the plan for now. We will communicate with everyone if 
that changes.  

Quarter 3 - We will not be sending quarter 3 report cards home at this point. With the upheaval to 
our community, we are focusing on the end of the semester as the next recorded grade. 
PowerSchool will show Q3 and Q4 grades because it follows the calendar, but students should 
focus on their learning and working with their teacher and not worry about 3rd quarter grades. 

Main Office - Monday, March 23, is the last day that students can come to the office to pick up 
materials (books, supplies, packets, etc) left for them by teachers. We will be keeping the office 
staffed as long as we can. If students need things after March 23, a special arrangement (like US 
mail service) should be coordinated between the teacher, student, and office. 

Expectations for class - Students are expected to attend their scheduled online class meetings, and 
are expected to complete their assignments on time. Teachers will be in contact with their students. 
Classes are expected to have a minimum of 1 live meeting per week. We understand that everyone's 
(teachers, students, and families) lives have been thrown into chaos. If a student cannot attend class, 
they should contact the teacher. If you have questions about a course, please contact the teacher 
directly. 

AP courses and exams - The College Board announced today that an entirely new system for 
taking AP exams individually will be in place this spring. Here is the link that came from them at 
noon today: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-update. 
More to come on that as we know more. 

Talent Show! - The annual John Bapst talent show is ON!  Ms. Bennett has offered to coordinate a 
virtual event to showcase student talents. Students received an email from her today. Watch for 
updates on this great event! 
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We've got a long way to go before the end of the year. The kids have been fantastic. I'm very 
optimistic that we've started a rhythm that will make this most unusual year work out for the best. 
More updates will come in the future, but this was a great week! 

Take care, stay healthy 

 

Dave Armistead 

Associate Head of School 
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