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April 16, 2020 
 
Dear New International Parents, Students, and Partners, 
 
 As John Bapst students and teachers work hard in their online classes this spring, I 
wanted to write to those of you who will be on campus next year with a message of optimism 
and hope for the future.  
 
 Here in the state of Maine, we have been fortunate not to have been hit hard by the 
coronavirus crisis. Of course we continue to be very worried about the elderly and about those 
people who have not been able to go to work for the past several weeks. As a school, we are 
paying close attention to our students’ progress and to their emotional health. This is one time 
when we can truly say that everyone in the world understands how disruptive and challenging 
life can be. I certainly hope that you and your family have been able to stay safe and healthy as 
your country has battled the health emergency.  
 
 At John Bapst, we transitioned from on-campus class to online classes on March 18. Our 
reputation as a strong AP school is central to us, and so all of those classes are continuing, and in 
May and June our students will take exams and hand in their final papers. About half of our 
international students have returned home and are in distance-learning mode. The other half are 
on campus with our dorm parents, Director of Residential Life Jordan Reeves, and me. I’m 
actually very lucky. Whereas most educators are seeing students only online, I have the chance 
to see 40 of our students in the dining hall every day. They are doing an amazing job of keeping 
up with their work, getting some exercise individually or with a friend, and even trying new 
things. We have an international student who is learning a new computer programming language 
and a few planning in our on-campus chess tournaments. I even have six students who have 
decided to take free guitar lessons from me. The students are also helping out by serving at 
breakfast and dinner and keeping their rooms clean.  
 
 But this is no surprise, and so let me say a word to the new students. You have been 
accepted by a top academic school, and we are very eager to welcome you here in August. I 
know that August may seem far away. But just as we see countries beginning to get back to work 
and school, this will happen in the United States as well. Your dream of studying abroad will still 
come true, starting with John Bapst, a quality high school in one of America’s safest areas, and 
then one day leading you to a great university. In the middle of the current situation John Bapst 
seniors have been accepted by the University of Michigan, UC-Berkeley, University of Southern 
California, Cal Polytech-San Luis Obispo, UC-Davis, the University of Toronto, Bostdon 
University, Boston College, University of Washington-Seattle, Wisconsin-Madison, NYU, the 
University of Illinois, Purdue, Ohio State University, George Washington, Penn State, Rutgers, 
DePauw University (with a maximum scholarship), and many more great schools.  
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 As we hope you can see, John Bapst School is a very caring community. We’re a school 
that has always provided rides for students to the local airport and bus station, but during the 
special situation, we have also been driving students to airports in Boston and New York to make 
sure they get to their flights home safely and without having to take public transportation. Our 
houseparents and chefs continue to provide individual care and meals for the international 
students staying on campus; we have kept our school library open and increased daily gym hours 
– of course in all cases observing social distancing guidelines. Our thoughtful international 
parents are also our partners, sending masks, hand sanitizers, and other personal protective 
equipment to keep our students and staff safe. Fortunately, thanks to the cooperation of our 
students, nobody on campus has been infected so far. 
 

If you have any questions at this time, please just ask. We will attach the answers to some 
FAQ’s that our current families have been asking, and in the meantime please know that at John 
Bapst, our mission is to support every student as an individual. Your goals for a bright future are 
our goals for the future.  
 
      Yours truly, 
 

       
 
      Mel MacKay 
      Head of School 
      A.B., Harvard University 
      M.A., University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
 

 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions during the Coronavirus Situation 
 
What is the current situation in Bangor? We understand that watching the television news, families 
may have the impression that America is experiencing a nationwide panic. The health situation is serious, 
and we have made major changes in our way of life to reduce the spread of the disease. But here in 
Bangor there have been fewer than 25 cases, about half of which have required a stay in a hospital. 
Grocery stores are open and the shelves are well-stocked. Along with certain stores, many restaurants are 
offering delivery services or food pick-up. We are able to go outside and get exercise as long as we keep 
the recommended social distance. Unlike many parts of the world, people in Maine are very spread out, 
and thus the disruptions here are less severe than in crowded cities.  
 
When will regular classes resume? John Bapst announced on April 10 that classes for the current school 
year will remain online. We expect regular classes to begin in August 2020.  
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Will there still be a graduation? We are committed to celebrate this year’s seniors on June 7, 2020, even 
if we have to do it creatively. And if travel restrictions are relaxed, we will bring diplomas and graduation 
caps to our seniors overseas this summer and have another round of celebrations. Each summer since 
2011, John Bapst has held receptions overseas, and we hope to do this again this year.  
 
With the situation still uncertain, should my child travel home now? About half of our international 
students have returned to their home countries, but for those students whose families prefer to have their 
child stay in the United States, our campus remains open. We are even working with some families to 
arrange ways to stay here for the whole summer, allowing the student to return to John Bapst or start 
college as scheduled without worrying about travel or visa issues.  
 
What if school in August begins online? Will refunds be offered? The same John Bapst quality that is 
offered on campus is offered online, but if an international student’s travel is delayed, the student will 
begin John Bapst classes online and refunds of unused food and activities costs will be offered to 
families.  
 
Should I sign my student’s enrollment contract for 2020-21? Please reserve your child’s place at John 
Bapst as soon as possible by returning the contract and deposit. John Bapst has been here since 1928, and 
our top-quality program is here to stay! 
 
What if attendance at John Bapst becomes impossible for our student? We are your partners in your 
child’s education. If the coronavirus situation causes your family’s financial situation or future plans to 
change, we understand. Please contact us to see how we can work with your family. You’ll find that at 
John Bapst, what is best for the student guides every decision we make. If attendance becomes impossible 
because of coronavirus-related issues, a family may withdraw their child’s application and request a 
refund of the deposit and/or unused tuition.  
 


