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April 24, 2020 
 

Re: Summer Program and Residence at John Bapst 
 
Dear International Parents and Students,  
 
I hope your world is gradually returning to normal as the fight against coronavirus continues. Here in 
Bangor we are cautiously optimistic about the future. Our county (Penobscot County) has had very few 
hospitalizations and no deaths from the virus, and we were happily surprised when we read on CNN this 
week that Bangor has the cleanest air of any city in America.  
 
For those students who have returned to their home countries, we know you went through a challenging 
quarantine experience. Making sure that you and those around you are safe is very important, and I can 
only imagine how happy you were or will be to complete that experience.  
 
Here at John Bapst we still have about 40 international students on campus and in homestays. We know 
that there are some families who would like their child to stay in the U.S. through the summer. That way 
when school reopens normally and on schedule – and I really hope we will be able to do that in August – 
the student will already be here. For those students here is some important information:  
 

• IF quarantine rules are relaxed in Maine, John Bapst will operate its three-week June Term 
program on campus from June 8-26. The academic program will focus on two areas: (1) 
Improving Your English Confidence, with practice in conversation with native speakers, work on 
pronunciation and accent, public speaking, everyday grammar review, learning how to interview, 
and college essay writing; (2) Introduction to College and University Majors, with fun and 
interesting exposure to subjects that for the most part we don’t study in high school like business 
and finance, IT, architecture and design, psychology and sociology, music theory and 
composition, and so on. June Term is designed to use in-person, face-to-face teaching; it is 
not an online program and thus depends on a relaxation of quarantine rules. Note that we 
are lowering the cost of the June Term Program to $1,800. This includes classes, dorm, and food. 
All students who wish to stay at John Bapst after June 8 must enroll in June Term. 

• For students who wish to stay in Bangor after June Term, we will be keeping space on campus 
open from June 27 until the start of school in August. The cost of the Summer Residence 
Program is $300 per week, plus $55 per month for health insurance. This includes meals.  

• If a family wants their child to stay at John Bapst this summer, the total cost is:  
June Term (June 8-26)    $1,800 
Dorm or Homestay (June 27 - August 16)   2,100 
Health insurance extension (3 months)                      165 
Total for Students Staying at John Bapst  $4,065 

• The cost for June Term only is $1,855 – fee plus health insurance.  
• If June Term cannot take place because of coronavirus restrictions, students may stay on 

campus for $300/week.  
• Students currently living in a homestay may be able to continue to do so at a cost of 

$300/week. This depends on each homestay family, of course; the homestay families are not 
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required to provide this service. Please continue to work with our Homestay Coordinator Angela 
Kearns in making homestay arrangements. Homestay students are not required to take part in 
June Term.  

 
Please note that all students who wish to stay at John Bapst in June are expected to participate in the June 
Term program, regardless of their current grade level in school. We do not want to have some students on 
campus who are simply using the school as a hotel for lodging. Please remember that June Term will 
take place only if quarantine rules are relaxed.  
 
During the period June 27 - August 16, we strongly suggest that parents find some kind of online summer 
school program for students as we do not expect to offer classes during this period of time.  
 
The summer programs will offer a safe environment with adult supervision and food provided on campus 
and/or by local stores and restaurants. Contact me at mmackay@johnbapst.org if you would like to sign 
your child up for the summer program. The deadline for sign-up is May 15, and payment should be made 
by June 1.  
 
At this point we are planning for a regular school opening on schedule in August 2020. We are closely 
watching the experience of countries that are ahead of the U.S. in dealing with coronavirus, eager to see 
how successful the return to school in those countries is. The things we learn will be incorporated here to 
make a safe, effective educational environment beginning as soon as possible. As I mentioned earlier, for 
international students whose return to the U.S. is delayed, JB Online will continue to provide high-quality 
American education as long as needed! 
 
I want to close by saying that the students on our campus are doing a really good job of being patient, 
taking care of classes and homework, getting some exercise, and even helping out in the dining hall. To 
be a student far from home is always a challenge, but to do what these young people are doing is quite an 
experience for them – and us! 

 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Mel MacKay 
Head of School  
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