
1 
 

 
 
 
April 17, 2020 
 
Hi Everyone,  
 
We have arrived at Spring Break. Normally, the school would have been buzzing with excitement today. 
Everyone, teachers and students alike, would be excited to leave school for a break. Though we were 
already at home all day, I think nearly all of us would have chosen to be at school today. We have been 
teaching remotely for 4 weeks. After Spring Break we have 6 more weeks of school before summer. We 
can’t fully know what will happen in our communities or nationally over the coming weeks. We can 
predict when social distancing will be lifted. But we can be sure of one thing. School will continue.  
 
I want you to remember a few things as we go into this break. The first one is breathe. The transition 
from in person schooling to distance education was fast and furious. Students will now get a much needed 
break from emails, Zoom, Google Classroom, and all the other expectations they have had to learn over 
the past few weeks. They should take the break. Get away from that screen. Take a deep breath or two. 
The second is to remember. Remember the community that you are still a part of. It is strange to be 
separated from each other, but we are still a community and are still connected to one another. Students 
should be in contact with their friends through whatever medium works for them. Until 4 weeks ago we 
were together. Someday, we will be together again. The last thing is to prepare. Even though the 
beginning of distance learning was sudden, we have had a few weeks to work the kinks out. Teachers will 
come back from break refreshed and ready to teach through to the end of the year. Students would have 
learned some things about how to work in this environment. When and where is the best place to work? 
What is the best way to keep track of my schedule? There may have not been much time to make all these 
adjustments while school was happening, but there is some time now. As you are preparing for distance 
education to begin again on April 27, I want to make sure you understand a few specific things.  
 

• Help is available. If your son or daughter is swamped with work, if you have connectivity issues 
that make work difficult, if there are family issues that are getting in the way, or if there are any 
other issues that are making this harder than it should be, please reach out to your student’s 
counselor. They are there to help.  

• Your assignments matter. We did not send third quarter report cards home. The assignments 
still matter, and will still be part of the overall grade at the end of the semester. If your son or 
daughter has some missing work, this is a good week to prioritize and complete some of it. It will 
make a huge difference at the end of the semester. 

• AP exams are optional. All students in AP classes were registered for the exams in the fall. 
Students should have told their teachers if they wish to take the exam or not. The exams will still 
be available to students even if they said they don’t want to take it. Bills will go out for all exams 
after spring break. Families only need to pay for exams that their student actually takes. The 
cost for each exam is $94. For those people that requested, and qualified for, fee reductions, the 
cost is $53 per exam.  

• Choose your classes for next year. Today was the target date for students to submit course 
requests. As of this writing, approximately 70% of our students have done so. The schedule is 
built around the stated desires of the students. Simply put, if too few students don’t request a 
course, it will not be offered. If your son or daughter has not requested courses for next year, 
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there is a chance that they will miss out on something they want or need. Schedules come out in 
early August, requesting a course is not a guarantee that they will have it in their schedule. There 
is still time to get course requests in, but please do this quickly so we can start to plan for next 
year. 

• We are still planning spring events. We are working on plans for many of our spring traditions. 
Stay tuned for more news on that! 

 
The crocuses and hyacinths are already up, daffodils won’t be far behind. I hope you are healthy and safe 
and enjoying the start of Spring. Have a great break! 
 
 
Go, Crusaders! 
 
      
Dave Armistead 
Associate Head of School  
 


