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March 12, 2020 
 
Dear John Bapst Parents of International Students,   
 
The coronavirus/Covid-19 situation continues to develop, and so I am writing with the third of 
our updates from John Bapst.  
 
As of this writing there is only one confirmed case of Covid-19 in Maine (the case is not in the 
John Bapst community). Our commitment to the health of our students, employees, and families 
requires that we pay close attention to the news each day, monitor what other schools and 
colleges are doing, and work closely with health professionals in our area. 
 
Right now we believe John Bapst is a safe place to study, and we are staying close to home. It is 
our hope to continue classes here on campus as long as possible. At the same time, teachers have 
begun working on the process of converting their classes to online learning. With this in mind we 
have canceled classes on Tuesday, March 17; this will now be a teacher in-service day. (Classes 
are scheduled as they normally would be for all other days next week.)  
 
We are aware that some international families may feel that it would be safer for their child to be 
at home at this time. If that is true for your family and you would like your student to fly home 
and finish this year’s John Bapst coursework through online learning, we will support your 
decision.  
 
Please keep these things in mind:  
 

• Final grades and credits in all courses will be possible as long as the student completes 
the required work.  

• Note that students in AP courses will still see “AP” on their transcript even if they are 
unable to take the AP exam in their subject(s). The school is investigating whether test 
fees already paid are refundable or if the College Board plans to offer alternate AP exam 
dates in the future. 

• Boarding students must pack all personal items that they would like the school to store or 
ship before leaving; school staff will not pack student items.  

• The school provides free transportation to Bangor International Airport and to the local 
Concord Bus Terminal.  

• Students should not expect to return before the end of this school year; the travel 
restrictions in place by the U.S. government for passport holders from some countries are 
likely to require quarantines for some time to come.  

• For students who stay on campus, the school’s services, including housing and meals, 
will continue through the end of the school year.  
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• All student travel between now and the end of the school year must be approved by the 
school. We do not want students traveling to higher-risk areas of the U.S. and then back 
to Bangor. This includes the West Coast, Florida, New York, Boston, and other popular 
destinations.   

 
The school took several more important steps this week, including limiting domestic travel (in 
other words, within the United States) for our teachers and students. School-sponsored spring 
break trips have been canceled, and travel for school groups that had been planning to attend 
conventions and competitions has been canceled. This includes group events both outside the 
state and here in Maine. Beginning next week, we are curtailing the number of large-group 
events held on campus, including college and financial aid information nights and the upcoming 
talent show. Still unknown as of this writing are the potential effects on spring high school sports 
in Maine, and we are in regular contact with the Maine Principals’ Association about this.  
 
Around the school itself, we have taken steps to increase not only cleaning, but also disinfecting 
of surfaces like dining tables and student desks. We continue to emphasize the importance of 
basic hygiene.  
 
Thank you for your support, patience, and understanding, and best wishes as we all do our best to 
stay healthy and safe through this challenging time in the world.  
 
Yours truly, 

 
Mel MacKay 
Head of School 
 


